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310 Second Street, S.8. 
Vembliastm t). C. 

IX June 19^ 



’SThe Bonoralble Ed^ar Hoover 
X)irector, Vederel Bureau of XareatlHatlon 
Waehingtm 85> B.C. 

Beer Mr. Hoover) 

For a couple of yeara Mre. friedoan and 1 have devoted aan/ 
leieure houra to the preparation of the aenuJicript of a book ehdch 
ia an exponelon a lecture X fave at the Folger Shaksepeare 
Library teveraX yeare ago. lecture and the book deal vlth 
certain Cryptographic sytteae which, it ia alleged, '^ove" that 
the Hhekespearean Playa were written by aosnbody other than the 
tfllliatt Shakeepeare, Of Stratford-on-Avon. 

One of the beat of tbeae cryptographic "proofa" la that 
fomdng the baala of a lax&e and q,ulte isportant work entitled 
She Billteral Cipher ef Sir Praowta Bacon, pUbliahed in 1900 by 
a lire . lllxabe'th Welle Oalit^ ifeaV da'llip’a work ia atill 
f imly believed in by thouaanda oS: people here and abroad and 
atm ia vanaly dlacuaaed by devoted Baconiana. 

The BillteraX Cipher la an authentic ol^ber Invented 1:^ Sir 
Franola Baccm and deacrlbed by hin In hia ^ Augnentla Bciegtlaruai 
1683 . Xt iavolvea the uae of two very allgiitiy diff fonta 'cT 
type - the differencea being ao amXl aa to eacape detection except 
when tpecifieally aought. Xhere la ao doubt that the cipher coold 
ba used, or that it could have been uaed in booka of the Slieabeth^ 
petlgdi the Ration ia, however, not could it have been need bat 
ya it uaed hx books of that period? Mra. Gallup ’a work ia devoted 
w an attenipt to prove that it waj uaed by Bacon, to hide a aeoret 
biography «U) well aa evidence of hia authorahlp of the Pleya. 

The fueaiion aa to the actuality of uae of the billteral cipher 
raducea itaelf to a patios of typography and to tibe qucation whether 
it if poaalble to yrove (X) that there are ninute diff^ncea in the 
type fonts, (8) that theae dlfferencee can be eategorlaed into two 
aeta of capi'Ul larttera and two aeta of lower-case letters, and (3) 
that the two different fcnte were ectually twed in accordance with 
the principlea of the billteral cipher. 
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In thn eour»tt «f our •tudles it. occurred to aae that the 
«QtceXlent technical staff and laboratory facilities of the 
Federal Bureau of lavestl^tloo adght h« very helpful in look- 
into certain ({ueationB as to type forms. X explained to 
Mr. d. X>. Bins, your office^ the nature of the Study 1 vas 
making and ashed If he could put me in touch vlth a techndolan 
your laboratory who is an expert in matters such as type 
id^tlficatian, vith irhoa X might discuss the problem. 

JSr. KUlt ws able to refer ms to your Or. Fred 0. Miller# 
and I lost no time in getting toother vith him. In his can- 
iideratlon of the problem put before him# Vhleh X understand hs 
Studied only during his own leisure hours# Or. Miller sas of 
course greatly aided by the excelleixt facilities available to 
)sim sad he recently eas«>leted his investigatlcsa. Hls hrief but 
admirable report# aeconpanied by photographic exMblts# 
vill be of great value in our presentation and evaluation of the 
Qallup vork. 

When our vrite^up of uhat Pr. Miller did is completed# X 
shall# of course# sidaait that part of ©ur amnuscrlpt to y<m for 
your approval# but in the meantime Z do vemt to indleuta our 
p’eat appreciation of your courtesy in nking Ibr. Miller* a 
services and the laboratory facilities of the Federal ftxreau of 
Xavestlgatlon available for this stuiy. I mtsh you wuld also 
transmit to T». Millsr our very real appreciation of and thanks 
foor his excellent and highly useful collaboration* 

Sincerely# 



VIUIAH F. FBXBJmil 






